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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
A1 5232 17.2 4.3 30 57.4 60.6
A2 3389 16.5 4.3 30 55.1 39.3
B1 7191 16.6 4.1 30 55.2 83.3
B2 3325 14.8 4.5 30 49.3 38.5
B3 3297 15.1 4.4 30 50.4 38.2
B4 3310 15.9 4.5 30 52.9 38.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION B: INDUSTRY AND AUDIENCE 


 


B1. Explore the different audience appeals of your three main texts. [30] 


The question asks for the appeals of the text rather than how the text appeals to 
audiences, although those who respond in this way should be marked on merit.  
Links to audience pleasure are justified.  Some discussion of different audiences (to 
link to different appeals) is expected in better responses. 


Responses may include reference to: 


 Links to Uses and Gratifications theory - e.g. personal identity, entertainment etc.


 Pleasures


 Issues and realism


 Genre - by reinforcing or challenging typical conventions


 User involvement; interactivity


 Key codes - visual, written, audio etc.


 Challenges to expectations


 Intertextuality


 Lines of appeal (e.g. advertising)


 Variety e.g. newspaper and magazine articles (range)












Sticky Note

This response would have benefitted from having a general introduction which introduced the question and the texts the candidate had studied.



Sticky Note

This paragraph coherently introduces the text and genre







Sticky Note

The candidate has applied Todorov in a very straightforward and quite descriptive way.  This would have benefitted from a more critical discussion and a link to the question. 







Sticky Note

This demonstrates a basic understanding of both genre and narrative



Sticky Note

Whilst it is clear that the candidate has some knowledge of the film and its narrative structure, links to the question are sparse and there is only a minimal comment on the complexity of the narrative structure.



Sticky Note

Date?







Sticky Note

The candidate has outlined the three narrative strands in a straightforward but relevant way, displaying an understanding of the narrative structure of the text.



Sticky Note

This is a wasted comment







Sticky Note

A discussion of enigma codes is relevant but the points could be more clearly linked to the question and to a discussion on narrative complexity.



Sticky Note

The candidate begins to lose focus on the question here and points become descriptive



Sticky Note

It is unclear why the candidate thinks this text has a complex narrative.



Sticky Note

Date? It appears as if this Centre has taught two out of date films.  The candidate will not be penalised but the centre will be notified.







Sticky Note

Straightforward application of Todorov's theory - but a link to the question is still missing.







Sticky Note

References to Propp are valid but quite straightforward



Sticky Note

Again, straightforward comments are made







Sticky Note

The candidate has lost focus on the question here



Sticky Note

Overall this is a straightforward response.  The candidate displays an understanding of both the studied texts and of narrative.  However the question is not fully addressed -  there is little detailed discussion on the complexity of the narrative structure and the response loses focus and becomes descriptive at times.
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SECTION A: TEXT 


A2. ‘Media texts contain complex narratives.’  How true is this of your three main 
texts? [30] 


Candidates may argue that the narratives are (for example) linear and straightforward 
or that they are non-linear, circular etc. and more complex, depending on the texts 
selected.  Please mark on merit and look for coherence of argument and points being 
supported.  Weaker responses may just describe plotlines; better responses should 
demonstrate a deeper understanding of narrative.  Note: some candidates may 
discuss narratives within print-based texts (such as adverts, or magazine/newspaper 
articles). 


Responses may include reference to: 


 Linear, non-linear etc. structures


 The use of narrative devices, such as flashbacks, flash-forwards etc.


 Role or function of the character within the narrative


 Reference to theory (e.g. Propp, Vogler, Todorov etc.) – please ensure used
relevantly


 Fictional versus real life narratives (e.g. in documentary or newspaper texts)


 Implied narratives - for example within print adverts or CD covers (snap shot
moments within a longer narrative (implied) sequence)


 Enigmatic newspaper headlines implying detailed narratives
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Answer one question from Section A and two questions from Section B.


Once you have chosen your questions, fill in the box on the front page of this Answer Book.


You must use a different media industry for each question.


For each industry, you must refer to the three main texts you have studied.


SECTION B: INDUSTRY AND AUDIENCE


Answer two questions from this section, using a different media industry for each question.


You must refer to the three main texts you have studied in each answer.


B1. Explore the different audience appeals of your three main texts. [30]
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Sticky Note

The question asks for the appeal OF the text; this candidate appears to have interpreted the question as how the text appeals TO an audience.



Sticky Note

Relevant background information given to contextualise the programme







Sticky Note

Valid points about conventions made



Sticky Note

Here the candidate could be more specific and make reference to examples



Sticky Note

Specific references made to a studied episode, relevant points follow







Sticky Note

Points made in relation to Dr Who demonstrate an understanding of the text and link to programme appeals.



Sticky Note

The focus is still on appeals to rather than the different appeals of the text



Sticky Note

Whilst the points made are relevant, a specific example from the studied episode would help to develop the response.







Sticky Note

A little more detail could be included here and this point needs linking back to the question







Sticky Note

The candidate is making a range of sound points here by discussing cast, location, setting and mise en scene but they lack development and a link to specific examples.



Sticky Note

A relevant link to theory is included here.



Sticky Note

Overall this response was given 18 marks. There are some sound elements and a sound understanding emerging but the response lacks references to specific episodes and examples and over concentrates on appeals to
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Answer one question from Section A and two questions from Section B.


Once you have chosen your questions, fill in the box on the front page of this Answer Book.


You must use a different media industry for each question.


For each industry, you must refer to the three main texts you have studied.


SECTION A: TEXT


Answer one question from this section.


You must refer to the three main texts you have studied in each answer.


A2. ‘Media texts contain complex narratives.’ How true is this of your three main texts? [30]
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